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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Axia Ventures Group sponsors and participates in the second Greek Investment Forum in New York 
entitled ‘Greece: Seizing the opportunity’  

New York, USA - 7 June 2013 – The second Greek Investment Forum that took place in New York on 
the 5 and 6 of June was highly successful. The forum, subtly entitled ‘’Greece: Seizing the 
opportunity’, was co-organized by the Athens Stock Exchange and the American-Hellenic Chamber 
of Commerce with Axia Ventures Group (‘’AVG’’) and Morgan Stanley as platinum sponsors. 

More than 400 delegates attended the forum, most of them representatives of investment 
vehicles that are interested in investment opportunities offered by Greece today. More 
specifically, more than 100 funds were present at the forum, half of which were first-time 
participants in the "acquaintance" with Greek companies. 125 analysts of prominent foreign firms 
also marked their presence, including Argonaut, Baupost, Blackrock, Contrarian Capital 
Management, Columbia Wanger AM, Discerene Value Advisors, Dupont, Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, Fintech Advisors, Highfields Capital, Lazard, Morgan Stanley, Neon Liberty, Paulson & 
Co., Prudential, Pyramis Global Advisors, Templeton, Ziff Brothers Investments and others. 25 
Greek companies were also present, giving their managers the opportunity to meet the 
representatives of the various funds. 
 
AVG’s Group Managing Director, Antonios Achilleoudis, was the opening speaker of a round table 
discussion entitled ‘Investing in the Future: High Growth Projects and Companies’, that focused on 
the opportunities for investing in Greek companies. Other than Mr. Achilleoudis, the discussion 
panel included four high profile individuals, namely Pandeli Economo, CEO of DAMMA Holdings 
SA; George Tamas, P.C. Partner at Kirkland and Ellis; Dean Dakolias, Managing Director of Fortress 
Investment Group; and Nikolaj Albinus, Founder and Managing Partner of Global Family Partners – 
GFP Hellenic Investment Fund. 
 
The conference began with the introductory statement of the President of the Athens Stock 
Exchange Mr. G. Lazaridis and the President of the Chamber Mr. G. Grammatidis both of whom 
stressed that the concern of both bodies is, through this annual initiative, to improve the image of 
Greece internationally and to gradually restore its credibility. Specifically, the President of the 
Hellenic-American Chamber of Commerce Mr. G. Grammatidis, in his introductory speech, pointed 
out that ‘’today the hope for the future of Greece has turned into certainty, into confidence. 
Greece is changing and it is the right place for investment, this opportunity should not be missed. 
Greece has proved that the naysayers and fans of doom were wrong. In contrast, Greece, in its 
own way avoided the Grexit and recovered, Grecovered! The country regained its place in the 
economic map. As you know, Fitch upgraded Greece, stressing that the progress on reforms of the 
financial system has been stabilized and that significant progress has been achieved in policies 
regarding the labour market. Mr. G. Grammatidis concluded by stating that Greece is now an 
attractive investment destination with a stable framework and a government that is friendly to 
businesses’’. 
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During his brief speech, the President of the Athens Stock Exchange Mr. G. Lazaridis noted that 
“Greece is changing rapidly, its economy is recovering and this is reflected in the rise of the Greek 
stock market. Our country is emerging as an attractive investment destination for American 
capital, as Americans remain the largest foreign investors in the Greek capital market. The best 
proof of their interest is the presence of so many participants and funds that meet with our 
companies during the Roadshow’’. 
 
In his statement, Deputy Finance Minister Christos Staikouras pointed out: ‘’the government's 
effort focuses on the continuation of the fiscal adjustment, on the promotion of fiscal reform, on 
the reorganization of the public sector development through an integrated strategy of a stable, 
viable and well-capitalized banking system, on accelerating reforms in the products and services 
markets, on implementation at an accelerated pace of the privatization program, on the adoption 
of employment policies’’. He continued: ‘’we know that policies of fiscal consolidation, adjustment 
and discipline, although necessary, are not sufficient for the country's exit from the crisis; these 
should be combined with development policies. The country is on the right track. These objectives 
are achievable, fiscal adjustment is unprecedented and sustained, the recent statutory reforms are 
profound and reliable, bank recapitalization is completed, the investment environment has 
improved and the economic recovery is expected in 2014. Of course, no room should be allowed 
for complacency or jubilation but neither for defeated approaches. Today is the right time to 
invest in Greece’’. 
 
Top economists such as Danielle Antonucci from Morgan Stanley, Michael Massourakis  from 
Alpha Bank and  Gikas Hardouvelis from Eurobank then took over to analyze the macroeconomic 
situation of the country and its roadmap to return to markets, while the President of the Union of 
Greek Banks George Zannias dealt with the future of the Greek banking system. The CEO of ‘Invest 
in Greece’ Stefanos Isaias discussed reform initiatives in Greece, which can help create a friendly 
climate for businesses. 
 
The deputy managing director of the Greek Privatization Fund Andreas Taprantzis referred 
extensively to the ongoing privatization program. Finally, representatives of multinational 
companies Caribbean Cruises, Hewlett Packard and Procter & Gamble expanded on the reasons 
behind their decisions to invest in Greece despite the economic crisis. 
 
It is noteworthy that the panels of speakers at the forum were coordinated by distinguished 
journalists and presenters of TV stations and newspapers such as CNN International, Economist, 
Fox Business Network, Thomson Reuters and Wall Street Journal. It is also worth stating that the 
American media made extensive reference to the conference and the messages transmitted to the 
American business community about the progress of the Greek economy and its growth prospects. 
 
During a special breakfast session, representatives of 25 American investment companies 
discussed with the representative of the Greek Privatization Fund details of the privatization 
program. These discussions are expected to continue in Greece. 
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About Axia Ventures Group Ltd 

Axia Ventures Group (“AVG”) is a privately-owned investment banking boutique providing financial 
advisory and capital market-related services to corporate and institutional clients. AVG is 
headquartered in Nicosia, Cyprus, regulated by the Cyprus Securities and Exchange Commission 
(License No: 086/07) and fully licensed to provide financial advisory services in significant financial 
markets around the world. AVG is focused in Greece, Cyprus and the broader region. AVG has presence 
in Athens (Branch), New York (subsidiary) and also maintains a representative office in London. For 
more information on AVG and its services, you can visit the AVG website at http://www.axiavg.com/ 
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